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The Board of Water Supply, City and County of Honolulu, Public Hearing and Regular Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. in the Boardroom, Public Service Building, 630 South Beretania 
Street, Honolulu, HI 96843. 

Limited seating will be available for in-person testifiers in the Boardroom. The public may also view the 
livestream of the meeting from the lobby of the Board of Water Supply, Public Service Building, 630 South 
Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 96843. 

Public parking for this meeting is available in the Public Service Building customer parking lot. 

TESTIMONY 

Testimony may be submitted as follows: 

• Written testimony should include the submitters address, email address, and phone number. 
Testimony should be received by Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at noon. Submit written testimony by: 

o Email to board@hbws.org
o Online at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony
o Mail to Board of Water Supply, 630 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI

96843
o Fax to (808) 748-5079

• Oral testimony will be accepted remotely and in person during the meeting. Pre­
registration is encouraged to facilitate as much remote and in-person testimony as
reasonably possible during the time allotted. Testifiers should also consider submitting a
written version of their oral testimony.

o To testify remotely by phone or video using the Zoom videoconferencing
platform, please submit your request by:

■ Email to board@hbws.org
■ Online at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony

Zoom registration instructions, as well as participant guidelines, will be sent to 
the contact information provided. Once confirmed as registered, testifiers will 
receive an email containing the links and instructions to join the Zoom session. 
Submit your request to testify remotely by Friday, May 22, 2026, at noon. 

o To testify in person at the Board of Water Supply, Public Service Building, 630 South
Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 96843, please pre-register by submitting your request by
Tuesday, May 26, 2026:

■ Email to board@hbws.org
■ Online at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony



In-person testifiers should check in with building security and then with testimony staff 
located in the lobby. Testifiers will be escorted to and from the Board Room. On-site 
registration will be available for walk-in requests. 

Testimony is limited to two (2) minutes and shall be presented by the registered speaker 
only. Testimony submitted in writing or orally, electronically or in person, for use in the 
meeting process is public information. All testimony will be included as part of the 
approved meeting minutes at boardofwatersupply.com/boardmeetinqs. 

MATERIALS AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION 

Meeting materials ("board packet" under HRS §92-7.5) are accessible at 
www. boardofwatersu pply. com/board meetings. 

VIEWING THE MEETING 

The meeting will be viewable via live streaming on the BWS website: 
www.boardofwatersupply.com/live. Video will appear on screen. You may have to click the 
arrow on video to start it. You may have to unmute audio, as muted audio tends to be the 
default setting. 

SPECIAL REQUESTS AND ACCOMMODATIONS 

If you require special assistance, an auxiliary aid or service, and/or an accommodation due to a 
disability to participate in this meeting (i.e., sign language interpreter, interpreter for language other 
than English, or wheelchair accessibility), please call Joy at (808) 748-5172 or email your request to 
board@hbws.org at least three business days prior to the meeting date. If a response is 
received after the requested three business days before the meeting date deadline, we will try to 
obtain the auxiliary aid/service or accommodation, but we cannot guarantee that the request will be 
filled. 

Upon request, this notice is available in alternate formats such as large print, Braille, or electronic 
copy. 



The agenda for May 26, 2026, Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of the Board of 
Water Supply is as follows: 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Proposed Fiscal Year 2026 - 2027 Operating and Capital Improvement Program
Budget for the Board of Water Supply

REGULAR MEETING 

ITEMS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting Held on April 27, 2026

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Budget Workshop Held on May 4, 2026

3. Adoption of Resolution No. 1013, 2026, Adopting the Operating and Capital
Improvement Program Budget for the Fiscal Year 2026 - 2027 and Appropriating
Funds Therefor

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

1. Update on the Board of Water Supply's Response to the Potential Impacts of the
Red Hill Fuel Contamination

2. Status Update of Groundwater Levels at All Index Stations

3. Water Main Repair Report for April 2026

If the need arises with respect to any item on this agenda, Hawai'i Revised Statutes 
Sections 92-5(a)(4), the Board may consult with its attorneys in executive session on 
questions and issues pertaining to the Board's powers, duties, privileges, immunities, 
and/or liabilities relating to that item. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board anticipates convening into Executive Session Pursuant to Hawai'i Revised 
Statutes Section 92-4 and 92-5 (a)(4) to Consult in a Closed Meeting with the Board's 
Attorney on Questions and Issues Pertaining to Claims and Other Matters on the 
Board's Powers, Duties, Privileges, Immunities, and/or Liabilities. 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the Executive Session Held on February 23, 2026

2. To Consult with the Board's Attorney on Questions and Issues Pertaining to the
Board's Powers, Duties, Privileges, Immunities, and Liabilities Pertaining to
Matters Concerning the Evaluation of the Chief Engineer IHRS §92-5(a)(4)]



To watch the recording of this meeting, please click on the following link: 

https://vimeo.com/bwshonolulu/may-26-2026. Closed captioning is available. 

THE PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY 

May 26, 2026 

At 2:00 PM on May 26, 2026, in the Public Service Building Board Room at 630 South Beretania 
Street, Honolulu, Hawai'i, Chair Na'alehu Anthony called to order the Public Hearing and Regular 
Meeting. 

May 26, 2026 

Present: 

Also Present: 

Na'alehu Anthony, Chair 
Jonathan Kaneshiro, Vice Chair via Zoom 
Lance Wilhelm, Board Member 
Jeffrey Laupola, Board Member 
Darian Chun, Board Member 
Edwin Sniffen, Ex-Officio 
Gene Albano, Ex-Officio 

Ernest Lau, Manager and Chief Engineer 
Erwin Kawata, Deputy Manager 
Joyce Le, 

Acting Departmental Staff Executive Assistant, 
Office of the Manager and Chief Engineer 

Jennifer, Elflein Program Administrator, 
Customer Care 

Kathleen Elliott-Pahinui, Information Officer, 
Communications Office 

Megan Marumatsu, Acting Executive Assistant I, 
Executive Support Office 

Daniel Lee, Acting Assistant Program Administrator, 
Field Operations Division 

Leanne Matsumoto, Waterworks Controller, 
Finance Division 

Michele Thomas, Executive Assistant I, 
Human Resources Office 

Jennifer Faler, Program Administrator, 
Capital Projects Division 

Henderson Nu'uhiwa, Program Administrator, 
Information Technology Division 

Michael Matsuo, Land Administrator, Land Division 
Barry Usagawa, Program Administrator, 

Water Resources Division 
Marc Chun, Assistant Administrator, 

Water Resources Division, via Zoom 
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May 26, 2026 

Others Present: 

Lorin Tyler Wong, Civil Engineer IV, 
Field Operations Division 

Kelson Lee, Civil Engineer IV, 
Water Resources Division 

Rhea Quezon, Civil Engineer Ill 
Water Resources Division 

Kathy Mitchell, Administrative Services Officer, 
Office of the Manager and Chief Engineer, 
via Vimeo 

Kimberly Kuwaye, Manager's Secretary 
Joy Cruz-Achiu, Board Secretary 
Stella Bernardo, Information Specialist II, 

Communications Office via Zoom 
Michele Harman, Community Relations Specialist I, 

Communications Office via Zoom 
Wayne Maria, Information Specialist 11, 

Communications Office 

Jessica Wong, Deputy Corporation Counsel 
via Zoom 
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Chair Na'alehu Anthony opened the Board meeting with an 'olelo no'eau: 

Aloha mai kakou e na hoa makamaka mai ka la hiki a ka la kau. Welina nui me ke aloha! 

Mahalo nui no keia 'akoakoa 'ana o kakou no ka pono o ka lahui, no ka pono o ka 'aina, a 
no ka pono o ka wai no ho'i. Eia he mana'o mai ka wahine e kakau ka puke 'olelo no'eau e 
kalele ana i ke ko'iko'i o ka wai a me ka 'aina kekahi. 

Chair Anthony translated the 'olelo no'eau: Aloha from the rising to the setting sun. 
Thank you all for coming together today for the people, the land, and the water. Here is a short 
Hawaiian Proverb that helps us remember the importance of fresh water and land. 

'Olelo: E 'ai i kekahi, e kapi kekahi. 

Chair Anthony translated 'olelo: Eat some, salt some. 

Chair shared this 'olelo in honor of those graduating this year - Eat some now and save some for 
another time. 

Chair Anthony welcomed everyone to the May 26, 2026, Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of 
the Board of Water Supply (BWS). He stated that the Board of Water Supply is dedicated to 
providing safe, dependable, and affordable supply of water now and into the future. 

Before continuing the meeting, Chair Anthony stated that a recording would play to share 
reminders for public participation and virtual meeting regulations required by law. 

The recording played: Goals for this meeting under Hawai'i Revised Statutes, Section 92-7.5 are 
accessible at www.boardofwatersupply.com/boardmeeting. The Public may attend this meeting 

in person at the Public Service building located at 630 South Beretania Street. The Public may 
also view a live stream of today's meeting on our website at www.boardofwatersupply.com/live. 
We have been accepting written or oral testimony for today's meeting. Instructions and an online 
submittal form are available at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony. The deadline to submit 
advance written testimony has passed. Testimony received by noon today has been distributed 
to the board members. We will continue to accept written testimony today through our online 
form. Oral testimony in person or remotely will be accepted during today's meeting. To facilitate 
as much in-person and remote testimony as reasonably possible during the time allotted, 
preregistration and submittal of a written version of testimony at 
boardofwatersupply.com/testimony is strongly encouraged. To testify in person, please register 
using our online form or come to the public service building at 630 South Beretania Street. We 
have a representative in the lobby to provide intake and further instructions. To request to testify 
remotely, please complete the online form at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony. Requesters 
will receive an email containing links and instructions on how to join the Zoom session. Testifiers 
will have two minutes to state their position. A timekeeper will alert testifiers when there is one 
minute remaining. Once the two minutes are up, please summarize to allow time for questions 
from the Board. Then, make room for the next testifier. Board members attending any board 
meeting remotely must be visible to the Public to be considered, present, and meet quorum 
guidelines. Board members participating remotely must also disclose their location and anyone 
present at their location during roll call. Meeting participants who are calling or video 
conferencing in, please mute your microphone when you're not speaking. If you have a 
question, comment, or wish to enter or second a motion on an action item, please unmute your 
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microphone and identify yourself before continuing to speak. If you encounter technical issues 
during today's meeting, please use the Zoom chat to send a direct message to our support team. 
Their names are listed in the message to all participants. To open the chat window, please click 
the text Bubble icon on the Zoom Toolbar. 

Chair Anthony requested a roll call for the Regular Meeting. Joining via Zoom, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Kaneshiro responded, aye. In the Board room, Board Member Lance Wilhelm 
responded "e'o"; Board Member Jeffrey Laupola responded aye; Board Member Darian Chun 
responded aye; Board Member Edwin Sniffen responded aye; and Board Member Gene Albano 
responded aye. Chair Na'alehu Anthony was also present in the Board room. 

Chair Anthony introduced those in the Boardroom: Manager Ernest Lau, Deputy Manager Erwin 
Kawata, Board Secretary Joy L. Cruz-Achiu, Manager Secretary Kimberly Kuwaye, and 
Information Specialist II Wayne Maria. City and County Corporation Counsel Deputy Jessica 
Wong joined via Zoom. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

Ms. Megan Muramatsu explained that she would present a summary of the entire BWS 
Operating and Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Budget, and Ms. Faler would present the 
CIP. 

Ms. Muramatsu stated that the Operating Budgets have consistently increased over the years 
due to rising operating costs. The Fiscal Year 2027 BWS Operating Budget is proposed at 
$311.6 million (M) an increase of 10% from Fiscal Year 2026, primarily due primarily due to rising 
costs in materials, supplies, and services (MS&S), fixed charges, and CIP driven by factors such 
as tariffs, instability in the Middle East, supply chain disruptions, and the March 2026 Kona Low 
storm recovery efforts. 

Ms. Muramatsu stated that the CIP Budget continues to increase as the BWS works to repair, 
replace, and invest in its existing infrastructure. However, the BWS's Fiscal Year 2027 GIP 
Budget is $266.SM, a 5.8% decrease from Fiscal Year 2026. The decrease reflects the BWS's 
focus on completing existing projects. 

Ms. Muramatsu shared that the proposed Operating Fund Budget is based on total operating 
fund resources of $490M, consisting of the beginning fund balance, revenues, and prior lapses 
and adjustments. The BWS continues to work diligently to maintain a safe and reliable water 
service, while carrying a carryover balance in line with the Board's priorities to ensure sufficient 
funds are available to execute its mission. The Fiscal Year 2027 operating budget reflects an 
8.5% increase, driven by higher expenses and the strategic use of the Operating Fund amid 
more expensive borrowing. The result is a projected fund balance or carryover of $58M. 
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FY 2025 • Actual 
Adopted PropoMd 

Adual Budget Adopted Budget PropoMd Budget 

$96.2 $82.0 

$321.1 $333.0 

$2.2 $0.0 

Total Resources $419.4 $415.0 

Operating 
$231.4 $283.3 

Expenditures 

Capital Improvement 
$61.1 $79.1 

$292.5 $362.4 

$127.0 $52.6 

Ms. Muramatsu shared that the major driver of the operating fund increases in Fiscal Year 2027 
is the operating-funded GIP, which increased by $21M since Fiscal Year 2026. As the BWS 
continues its efforts to grow its GIP, it will mix its financing between bond and operating funds 
due to higher borrowing interest rates and utilize alternative financing through State Revolving 
Fund (SRF) loans, Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovative Act (WIFIA) loans, and grants. 

Ms. Muramatsu continued by sharing highlights and changes to the Operating and GIP budgets 
from the previous fiscal year, noting that the Fiscal Year 2027 projected operating fund revenues 
increased by 6.8% and operating fund expenditures increased by 10%. 

OPERATING FUND REVENUE & EXPENDITURE SUMMARY 
(MILLIONS OF DOLLARS) 

FY 2026 FY 2027 Change 

Adopted Proposed $ Mil. % 

$333.0 $355.6 $22.6 

Total Operating 
$283.3 $311.6 $28.3 10.0% 
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Ms. Muramatsu introduced Ms. Jennifer Faler, Program Administrator of the Capital Projects 
Division, to share more details on the CIP Budget. 

Ms. Jennifer Faler stated that the annual CIP ensures the BWS achieves its vision and mission, 
"Water for Life." Providing safe, dependable, and affordable water now and into the future. The 
Capital Projects Division compiles the annual program and includes projects from all divisions 
and staff offices. The proposed CIP supports the Department's vision and mission and aligns 
with the goals and objectives of each Division to support the Water Master Plan (WMP), the 
BWS Strategic Plan, and the six-year long-range CIP. The CIP carefully balances the water 
system's needs by providing safe, reliable water service while managing assets and funding 
cost-effectively. 

Ms. Faler shared a map with approximate locations of various new design and construction 
projects. She stated that the CIP comprises three project categories and their budgeted 
amounts. Research and Development: $24.6M; Renewal and Replacement: $184.BM; and 
Capacity Expansion: $14.4M. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. . 

• DESIGN 

• CONSTRUCTION 

• 

Ms. Faler expressed thanks for the Board's support of the change to the Budget Resolution, 
which allows the BWS to authorize non-operated funded CIP funds for 24 months of flexibility, 
instead of 12 months, giving the BWS additional time to obtain the necessary permits before 
awarding a project and the opportunity to use diversified financing. 

Ms. Muramatsu shared that the CIP Budget includes operating funds and other diversified 
funding sources, including the SRF loans, Special Expendable Funds, and the Improvement 
Fund, totaling $266.BM. She noted that, since the non-operating fund CIP was approved for 24 
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months, the Fiscal Year 2026 budgeted $63 M in the Water Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act (WIFIA) for the Kalaeloa Desalination Facility was neither rebudgeted nor 
included in the Fiscal Year 2027 Budget. 

c ... o,y 

I. 
Res-rch & 
Devel•fl"'•nl 

II. 
Rene-I& 

........... _,

In Cepaclty 
• lxpaMlon 

Subtotal 

c-strudl-

Cost l11elex 

ContNd 

Atlfustnwnt 

Tilhll 

..... aevelvl119 
OpenitlnaFuntl 

fulNI 

24.6 0.0 

70.6 114.2 

2.4 0.0 

97.6 114.2 

6.6 11.3 

16.8 1.3 

121.0 126.8 

Special 
........... ........... T .... 

Funtl 
fulNI 

0.0 0.0 24.6 

0.0 0.0 184.8 

12.0 0.0 14.4 

12.0 0.0 223.8 

1.2 0.0 19.1 

1.3 4.6 24.0 

14.S 4.6 266.8 

In conclusion, Ms. Muramatsu presented the Fiscal Year 2027 Operating and CIP Budget 
Summary totaling $578.4 M. 

Operating Fund 

Operating Budget $ 311,625,754 

Capital lmprovo-nt 
$ 120 985 000 

..t...& I I Program Bu.._, 

Total-All Funds $ 432,610,754 

Slate Revolving Spedal lxpenclable 
Im_____. Fund 

Fund Fund ,.. ___ .. _ .. 

$ $ $ 

Total 

$ 311,625,754 

$ 126,825,000 $ 14,450,000 $ 4,550,000 $ 266,810,000 

$ 126,825,000 $ 14,450,000 $ 4,550,000 $ 578,435,754 
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Ms. Muramatsu stated that the BWS will remain focused on its vision, "Ka Wai Ola," to ensure 
safe water drinking water will continue to comply with all drinking water regulations, including the 
new rules related to per- and polyfluorakyl substances (PFAS), lead, and copper, and work to 
ensure that the Red Hill crisis does not impact the BWS and ratepayers through continued 
testing, monitoring, and developing new wells. To ensure a reliable water supply, the BWS will 
continue updating its Water Master Plan to guide the implementation of high-priority projects. To 
provide affordable water, the BWS will maintain strong financial management practices, exercise 
fiscal prudence, and seek federal and state government funding where available. 

Chair Anthony commented that, before the BWS raised its rates, discussions across different 
agencies were held about rate increases due to the power rate increase that would be 
implemented. He asked what the 8% BWS rate increase for an average home is equivalent to 
on a water bill. 

Manager Ernest Lau responded that a single-family home uses an average of 9,000 gallons of 
water per month. On July 1, 2025, the monthly bill was approximately $77.69; however, on July 
1, 2026, the monthly water bill would increase to about $84.14, _about $6.00 per month more. 

Chair Anthony compared the monthly increase to the costs of Starbucks coffee. 

Manager Lau stated that the Board approved BWS's rate increase, which would be applied in 
increments over time. 

Chair Anthony stated that the percentage increases were set below 10% 

Ms. Muramatsu confirmed that the incremental percentage rate increases were below 10%. 

Manage Lau stated that the BWS will closely monitor power costs, as there are indications of 
rising electricity costs, with fuel prices already having increased significantly. He stated that the 
BWS monitors its revenue; therefore, if costs exceed its budget, the BWS will need to tighten its 
belt and explore cost savings. 

Chair Anthony commented that it is important to note that the money the BWS obtains through 
borrowing or from ratepayers is applied to costs; therefore, understanding how to balance its 
burdens is crucial. He expressed appreciation for the staff's mindfulness in budgeting. 

Board Member Gene Albano inquired whether the BWS is moving away from diesel fuel despite 
rising electricity costs. 

Manager Lau replied that electrification of the fleet is a target. 

Board Member Albano asked where the BWS is with electrification. 

Manager Lau responded that BWS is acquiring more hybrids than total electric vehicles (EVs), 
which may require BWS to build/install EV charging infrastructure. The BWS will have to look 
into how it can be planned. 

Chair Anthony mentioned Hawaiian Electric Company's (HECO) response to the Lahaina wildfire 
and how it prompted HECO to take preventive measures. Thus, the BWS needs its pumping 
facilities to remain operational at all times; therefore, diesel may be a near-term solution while 
the BWS explores renewable energy and funding options. 
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Manager Lau shared that the BWS IT division is working to identify a pump station capable of 
accommodating a large, high-horsepower pump for renewable energy. He agreed with Chair 
Anthony that a diesel generator is probably the only near-term solution for larger sites. For 
telemetry, control, and security systems that use power, they can be migrated to an off-grid 
configuration. Manager Lau commented that, after the Lahaina wildfire, he understands why 
HECO has made public safety paramount, while reliability has become secondary. The BWS is 
learning that to become resilient, it must be able to operate with commercial power disruption, 
and use renewable power, solar, and battery, while pursuing more generators, and building 
backup power infrastructure and facilities. 

Chair Anthony commented that the BWS's footprint is quite significant. If the BWS could 
disconnect from HECO's grid, it would help minimize its bill and support HECO's expansion. 

Manager Lau shared that the BWS has 180-plus pumping stations around the island; however, it 
is a challenge, as the BWS does not have 180 generators, nor the maintenance or support to 
balance reliability and affordability for ratepayers. Therefore, the BWS is taking strategic steps to 
expand its generator inventory to benefit as many customers as possible during a disaster, 
especially critical services such as hospitals. The BWS seeks as many hazard mitigation grants 
as possible, such as those following a presidentially declared disaster, which would dedicate a 
portion of its funding to mitigation. If granted, the BWS would be responsible for only 25% of the 
generator's cost; the remaining 75% would be funded by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). He shared that the BWS had the opportunity to meet with the FEMA Regional 
Administrator for Region 9, Mr. Robert "Bob" Fenton, who was impressed with the BWS's backup 
power plans. Since meeting Mr. Fenton, FEMA has deployed over 50 generators and 
stormwater tanks to assist Hawai'i during its disasters. Although the generators are not owned 
by BWS, the BWS can normally rely on FEMA's support. 

Chair Anthony shared that Mr. Fenton had been promoted and appointed as FEMA's head. 

Manager Lau congratulated Mr. Fenton on his promotion. He commented that he has a great 
team, including Mr. Hiro Toiya, who joined from the City and County of Honolulu's Department of 
Emergency Management. 

Chair Anthony commented that Mr. Fenton was on vacation in Maui when the Lahaina wildfires 
occurred and decided to stay, which is useful, as he has some understanding of what Hawai'i is 
about. 
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ITEM FOR INFORMATION NO. 1 

UPDATE ON 
THE BOARD OF 
WATER SUPPL Y'S 
RESPONSE TO 
THE POTENTIAL 
IMPACTS OF 
RED HILL FUEL 
CONTAMINATION 

DISCUSSION: 

May 26, 2026 

Chair and Members 
Board of Water Supply 
City and County of Honolulu 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96843 

Chair and Members: 

"May 26, 2026 

Subject: Update on the Board of Water Supply's Response to the 

Potential Impacts of the Red Hill Fuel Contamination 

Joyce Le, Acting Departmental Staff Executive Assistant, Office of the 

Manager and Chief Engineer, will give an Update on the Board of Water 
Supply's Response to the Potential Impacts of the Red Hill Fuel 

Contamination. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/s/ ERNEST Y. W. LAU, P.E 
Manager and Chief Engineer 

Attachment" 

The foregoing was for information only. 

Joyce Le, Acting Departmental Staff Executive Assistant, Office of the 
Manager and Chief Engineer, gave the report. 

Manager Lau thanked Ms. Joyce Le for attending the after-work-hour 
meeting to ask questions. 

Chair Anthony inquired about the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
changing the recommended PFAS and PFOA maximum contaminant level 
(MCL) from 4 parts per trillion (ppt). How does this affect the BWS's plans
to install filter systems at various sites?

Manager Lau responded that the EPA's proposal does not affect the 
BWS's plans. The EPA proposes to rescind some of the 2024 regulations 
set for the six different PFAS chemicals. The EPA proposes to eliminate 
four of the six PFAS, keeping PFOA and PFOS, and the MCL. He shared 
that PFOS is the chemical that the BWS commonly finds in its wells; 
therefore, it should move forward with installing treatment systems at the 
three proposed locations. 

Chair Anthony asked if more time is being granted. 

Manager Lau replied that additional time is not being granted; however, 
states with primacy can entertain a request from a water utility regulated 
under the regulations, allowing up to a 2-year extension, which is not noted 
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ITEM FOR INFORMATION NO. 2 

STATUS 
UPDATE OF 
GROUNDWATER 
LEVELS AT 
ALL INDEX 
STATIONS 

DISCUSSION: 

May 26, 2026 

Chair and Members 
Board of Water Supply 
City and County of Honolulu 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96843 

Chair and Members: 

"May 26, 2026 

Subject: Status Update of Groundwater Levels at All Index Stations 

One aquifer index station was in low groundwater condition for the 

production month of April 2026. Kaimuki is in Caution Status. The 
monthly production average for April 2026 was 122.89 million gallons per 

day. 

The Board of Water Supply rainfall index for the month of April 2026 was 

91 percent of normal, with a 5-month moving average of 180 percent. As 
of May 5, 2026, the Hawai'i Drought Monitor shows no drought conditions 
across the entire island of O'ahu. The National Weather Service is 

forecasting above-normal precipitation through May 2026. 

All monitoring wells exhibited increasing head levels for the month of April 
2026. This reflects the relatively higher rainfall over the past several 

months, combined with associated decreased production. Average 
monthly production for April 2026 is lower than April 2025 and lower than 
the 5-year monthly average. 

Attachment" 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/s/ ERNEST Y. W. LAU, P.E 
Manager and Chief Engineer 

The foregoing was for information only. 

Barry Usagawa, Program Administrator, Water Resources Division, gave 
the report. 

Chair Anthony commented that the system seemed to have had a lot of 
recharge from all the rainfall. 

Mr. Barry Usagawa replied that there was significant runoff; however, due 
to the constant rainfall, the system responded within three months, which 
normally would take longer. 

Public Hearing and Regular Meeting Minutes Page 17 of 21 





















ITEM FOR INFORMATION NO. 3 

WATER MAIN 
REPAIR 
REPORT FOR 
APRIL 2026 

DISCUSSION: 

May 26, 2026 

Chair and Members 
Board of Water Supply 
City and County of Honolulu 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96843 

Chair and Members: 

Subject: Water Main Repair Report for April 2026 

"May 26, 2026 

Daniel Lee, Acting Assistant Program Administrator, Field Operations 

Division, will report on water main repair work for the month of April 26, 

2026. 

Attachment" 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ ERNEST Y. W. LAU, P.E 
Manager and Chief Engineer 

The foregoing was for information only. 

Daniel Lee, Acting Assistant Program Administrator, Field Operations 
Division, gave the report. 

Vice Chair Jonathan Kaneshiro asked whether leak detection is improving 
with technology. 

Mr. Daniel Lee responded that, with the help of leak detection technology, 
the team has become more efficient. He shared that each year the BWS 
receives a new scan, and since the BWS began participating in the leak 
detection program, the technology has improved and become more 
effective. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION #1 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 

MOTION 
TO APPROVE 

"May 26, 2026 

Approval of the Minutes of the Executive Session on February 23, 2026 

Gene Albano and Lance Wilhelm motioned and seconded, 
respectively, to approve the Minutes of the Executive Session of 
February 23, 2026. 

Ms. Cruz-Achiu conducted a roll-call vote: Vice Chair Jonathan Kaneshiro, 
aye; Board Member Lance Wilhelm, aye; Board Member Jeffrey Laupola, 
aye; Board Member Darian Chun, abstain; Board Member Edwin Sniffen, 
abstain; Board Member Gene Albano, aye; and Chair Na'alehu Anthony, 
aye. Ms. Cruz-Achiu announced that the motion passed with five ayes and 
two abstention. 

THE MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 23, 2026, WERE 
APPROVED AT THE MAY 26, 2026 BOARD MEETING 

AYE NO COMMENT 

NA'ALEHU ANTHONY X 

JONATHAN KANESHIRO X 

LANCE WILHELM X 

JEFFREY LAUPOLA X 

DARIAN CHUN ABSTAIN 

EDWIN H. SNIFFEN ABSTAIN 

GENE C. ALBANO X 
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MOTION TO 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chair Anthony, at 3:52 PM, called for 
a motion to adjourn the Regular Session. Edwin Sniffen so moved, 
seconded by Gene Albano, and unanimously carried. 

The minutes of the Public Hearing and 
Regular Meeting held on May 26, 2026, 
are respectfully submitted, 

THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 26, 2026, PUBLIC 
HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING HELD ON MAY 26, 
2026, WERE APPROVED AT THE JUNE 22, 2026, 
BOARD MEETING 

AYE NO COMMENT 

NA'ALEHU ANTHONY X APPROVED: 

JONATHAN KANESHIRO X 

LANCE WILHELM X 

JEFFREY LAUPOLA X 

DARIAN CHUN X 

EDWIN H. SNIFFEN ABSENT 

GENE C. ALBANO X Date 
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