
BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY 

KA 'O/HANA WAI 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 

630 S OUT H B E R ET A N I A  S T R EET• H O N O L U L U ,  H A W Al' I 96843 
Phone: (808) 748-5000 • www.boardofwatersupply.com 

RICK BLANGIARDI 
MAYOR 

NA'ALEHU ANTHONY, Chair 
JONATHAN KANESHIRO, Vice Chair 
BRYAN P. ANDAYA MEJA 

LANCE WILHELM 
ERNEST Y. W. LAU, P.E. 
MANAGER AND CHIEF ENGINEER 
MANAK/A A ME KAHU WIUKT 

KJ;HAULANI PU'U 
EDWIN H. SNIFFEN, Ex-Officio 
GENE C. ALBANO, P.E., Ex-Officio 

ERWIN KAWATA 
DEPUTY MANAGER 
HOPE MANAKIA 

June 24, 2025 

The Board of Water Supply, City and County of Honolulu, Special Meeting will be held on Monday, June 30, 
2025, at 2:00 p.m. in the Boardroom, Public Service Building, 630 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 
96843. 

Limited seating will be available for in-person testifiers in the Boardroom. The public may also view the 
livestream of the meeting from the lobby of the Board of Water Supply, Public Service Building, 630 South 
Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 96843. 

Public parking for this meeting is available in the Public Service Building customer parking lot. 

TESTIMONY 

Testimony may be submitted as follows: 

• Written testimony should include the submitter's address, email address, and phone number. 
Testimony should be received by Monday, June 30, 2025, at noon. Submit written testimony by: 

o Email to board@hbws.org
o Online at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony
o Mail to Board of Water Supply, 630 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI

96843
o Fax to (808) 748-5079

• Oral testimony will be accepted remotely and in person during the meeting. Pre­
registration is encouraged to facilitate as much remote and in-person testimony as
reasonably possible during the time allotted. Testifiers should also consider submitting a
written version of their oral testimony.

o To testify remotely by phone or video using the Zoom videoconferencing
platform, please submit your request by:

■ Email to board@hbws.org
■ Online at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony

Zoom registration instructions, as well as participant guidelines, will be sent to 
the contact information provided. Once confirmed as registered, testifiers will 
receive an email containing the links and instructions to join the Zoom session. 
Submit your request to testify remotely by Friday, June 27, 2025, at noon. 

o To testify in person at the Board of Water Supply, Public Service Building, 630 South
Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 96843, please pre-register by submitting your request by
Monday, June 30, 2025:

■ Email to board@hbws.org
■ Online at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony



In-person testifiers should check in with building security and then with testimony staff 
located in the lobby. Testifiers will be escorted to and from the Board Room. On-site 
registration will be available for walk-in requests. 

Testimony is limited to two (2) minutes and shall be presented by the registered speaker 
only. Testimony submitted in writing or orally, electronically or in person, for use in the 
meeting process is public information. All testimony will be included as part of the 
approved meeting minutes at boardofwatersupply.com/boardmeetings. 

MATERIALS AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION 

Meeting materials ("board packet" under HRS §92-7.5) are accessible at 
www.boardofwatersupply.com/boardmeetings. 

VIEWING THE MEETING 

The meeting will be viewable via live streaming on the BWS website: 
www.boardofwatersupply.com/live. Video will appear on screen. You may have to click the 
arrow on video to start it. You may have to unmute audio, as muted audio tends to be the 
default setting. 

SPECIAL REQUESTS AND ACCOMMODATIONS 

If you require special assistance, an auxiliary aid or service, and/or an accommodation due to a 
disability to participate in this meeting (i.e., sign language interpreter, interpreter for language other 
than English, or wheelchair accessibility), please call Joy at (808) 748-5172 or email your request to 
board@hbws.org at least three business days prior to the meeting date. If a response is 
received after the requested three business days before the meeting date deadline, we will try to 
obtain the auxiliary aid/service or accommodation, but we cannot guarantee that the request will be 
filled. 

Upon request, this notice is available in alternate formats such as large print, Braille, or electronic 
copy. 



The agenda for June 30, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board of Water Supply is as 
follows: 

The Board anticipates convening into Executive Session Pursuant to Hawai'i Revised 
Statutes Section 92-4 and 92-5 (a)(4) to Consult in a Closed Meeting with the Board's 
Attorney on Questions and Issues Pertaining to Claims and Other Matters on the 
Board's Powers, Duties, Privileges, Immunities, and/or Liabilities. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. To Consult with the Board's Attorney on Questions and Issues Pertaining to the
Board's Powers, Duties, Privileges, Immunities, and/or Liabilities Pertaining to
Matters Concerning the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility and to Request
Confirmation and Approval of the Manager's Authority to Take Any Action
Necessary to Protect Against, Mitigate, and/or Recover Any Damages Related to
Actual or Threatened Releases of Contaminants to Water Resources From the
Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility, Including the Filing and Prosecution of a
Complaint in Federal District Court Against The Navy [HRS §92-5(a)(4)].



To watch the recording of this meeting, please click on the following link: 

https://vimeo.com/bwshonolulu/june-30-2025 Closed captioning is available. 

THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY 

June 30, 2025 

At 2:01 PM on June 30, 2025, in the Public Service Building Board Room at 630 South 
Beretania Street, Honolulu, Hawai'i, Chair Na'alehu Anthony called to order the Special 
Meeting. 

June 30, 2025 

Present: 

Also Present: 

Others Present: 

Absent: 

Na'alehu Anthony, Chair via Zoom 
Bryan P. Andaya, Board Member via Zoom 
Lance Wilhelm, Board Member 
Edwin H. Sniffen, Ex-Officio 
Gene Albano, Ex-Officio via Zoom 

Ernest Lau, Manager and Chief Engineer 
Erwin Kawata, Deputy Manager 
Kathleen Elliott-Pahinui, Information Officer, 

Communication 
Ella Foley Gannon, Esq., Morgan, 

Lewis & Bockius, LLP 
John Gisleson, Esq., Morgan, 

Lewis & Bockius, LLP via Zoom 
David Brown, Esq., Morgan, 

Lewis & Bockius, LLP via Zoom 
Matthew Sepp, Esq., Morgan, 

Lewis & Bockius, LLP via Zoom 
Joseph A. Stwart, Esq., 

Kobayashi Sugita & Goda, LLP 
Joy Cruz-Achiu, Board Secretary 
Kim Kuwaye, Manager's Secretary 
Stella Bernardo, Information Specialist II, 

Communications Office via Zoom 
Michele Harman, Community Relations Specialist I, 

Communications Office via Zoom 
Wayne Maria, Information Specialist II, 

Communications Office 

Jessica Wong, Deputy Corporation Counsel 
via Zoom 

Jonathan Kaneshiro, Vice Chair 
Kehaulani Pu'u, Board Member 
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Chair Anthony welcomed everyone to the June 30, 2025, Special Meeting of the Board of Water 
Supply (BWS). He stated that the Board of Water Supply is dedicated to providing safe, 
dependable, and affordable supply of water now and into the future. 

Before continuing the meeting, Chair Anthony stated that a recording would play to share 
reminders for public participation and virtual meeting regulations required by law. 

The recording played: Goals for this meeting under Hawai'i Revised Statutes, Section 92-7.5 
are accessible at www.boardofwatersupply.com/boardmeeting. The public may attend this 
meeting in person at the Public Service building located at 630 South Beretania Street. The 
public may also view a live stream of today's meeting on our website at 
www.boardofwatersupply.com/live. We have been accepting written or oral testimony for 
today's meeting. Instructions and an online submittal form are available at 
boardofwatersupply.com/testimony. The deadline to submit advance written testimony has 
passed. Testimony received by noon today has been distributed to the board members. We 
will continue to accept written testimony today through our online form. Oral testimony in 
person or remotely will be accepted during today's meeting. To facilitate as much in-person and 
remote testimony as reasonably possible during the time allotted, preregistration and submittal 
of a written version of testimony at boardofwatersupply.com/testimony is strongly encouraged. 
To testify in person, please register using our online form or come to the public service building 
at 630 South Beretania Street. We have a representative in the lobby to provide intake and 
further instructions. To request to testify remotely, please complete the online form at 
boardofwatersupply.com/testimony. Requesters will receive an email containing links and 
instructions on how to join the Zoom session. Testifiers will have two minutes to state their 
position. A timekeeper will alert testifiers when there is one minute remaining. Once the two 
minutes are up, please summarize to allow time for questions from the Board. Then, make 
room for the next testifier. Board members attending any board meeting remotely must be 
visible to the public to be considered, present, and meet quorum guidelines. Board members 
participating remotely must also disclose their location and anyone present at their location 
during roll call. Meeting participants who are calling or video conferencing in, please mute your 
microphone when you're not speaking. If you have a question, comment, or wish to enter or 
second a motion on an action item, please unmute your microphone and identify yourself before 
continuing to speak. If you encounter technical issues during today's meeting, please use the 
Zoom chat to send a direct message to our support team. Their names are listed in the 
message to all participants. To open the chat window, please click the text Bubble icon on the 
Zoom Toolbar. 

Chair Anthony requested a roll call for the Special Meeting. He asked those participating 
remotely to give the appropriate disclosures upon responding. 

Board Member Bryan Andaya joined via Zoom, responded aye, and disclosed that he was alone 
at his location; Board Member Edwin Sniffen joined via Zoom, responded aye, and disclosed 
that he was alone at his location; Board Member Gene Albano joined via Zoom, responded aye, 
and disclosed that he was alone at his location; Board Member Lance Wilhelm responded e'o 
and was present in the Board room; and Chair Anthony stated that he was joining via Zoom, 
and disclosed that he was alone at his location. Board Members Kehaulani Pu'u and Edwin 
Sniffen were absent. 

Chair Anthony introduced those in the Boardroom: Manager Ernest Lau, Deputy Manager Erwin 
Kawata, Board Secretary Joy L. Cruz-Achiu, Manager Secretary Kimberly Kuwaye, and 
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Information Specialist II Wayne Maria. Deputy Jessica Wong from the City and County 
Corporation Counsel joined via Zoom. 
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SPECIAL MEETING 

Chair Anthony stated that the special meeting was called to discuss the Manager's authority 
related to the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility and the filing of a complaint in Federal District 
Court, as noted on the June 30, 2025, Notice and Agenda in the Executive Session. Before 
moving into Executive Session, he opened the floor for testimony. 

June 30, 2025 

There was in-person testimony: 

Susan Pcola-Davis 

Susan Gorman Chang 

There was testimony via Zoom: 

Jamie Simic 

Meredith Wilson 

Sherry Pollack 

In strong support the Manager's 

Authority to Take Any Action Necessary 
to Protect Against, Mitigate, and/or 
Recover Any Damages Related to Actual 
or Threatened Releases of Contaminants 
to Water Resources From the Red Hill 
Bulk Fuel Storage Facility, Including the 
Filing and Prosecution of a Complaint in 
Federal District Court Against The Navy. 

Also, provided four pages of reference 

materials. 

In strong support of the BWS to take 

any legal action is allowed to 

mitigate, remediate, and protect the 

island's aquifer, wells, and water 

system, especially from the damages 

caused by the Red Hill fuel leaks. 

In strong support of the Manager's 

Authority and the BWS to Take Any Legal 
Action and Necessary steps to protect 
Oahu's aquifer, especially regarding Red 
Hill and PFAS . 

Thanked the BWS for everything that 

it has done to protect the public, even 

before the Red Hill Crisis began in 

2021. In support of the BWS taking 

action and using the Federal Tort 

Claim Act to have the Navy take 

responsibility. 

Thanked the BWS for its ongoing 

efforts to protect precious wai. 

Stands on written testimony. 
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MOTION TO 
RECESS INTO 
EXECUTIVE 
SESSION 

OPEN 
SESSION 

MOTION 
TO APPROVE 

There being no further business, Chair Anthony, at 2:17 PM, called for 
a motion to adjourn the Open Session. Lance Wilhelm so moved; 
seconded by Bryan Andaya and unanimously carried. 

Upon unanimous approved motion, the Board recessed into Executive 
Session Pursuant to [HRS § 92-5 (a)(4)] at 2: 18 PM to Consider Issues 
Pertaining to Matters Posted for Discussion at an Executive Session. 

The Board reconvened in Open Session at 2:49 PM. 

Lance Wilhelm and Edwin Sniffern motioned and seconded, 
respectively, the Board Confirmed and Approved the Manager's Authority 
to Take Any Action Necessary to Protect Against, Mitigate, and/or 
Recover Any Damages Related to Actual or Threatened Release of 
Contaminants to Water Resources from the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage 
Facility, and The Board Specifically Directs the Manager to File and 
Prosecute A Complaint in Federal District Court Against the Navy. 

Ms. Cruz-Achiu conducted a roll call vote: Board Member Bryan Andaya, 
aye; Board Member Lance Wilhelm, aye; Board Member Edwin Sniffen, 
aye; Board Member Gene Albano, aye; and Chair Na'alehu Anthony, aye. 
Vice Chair Jonathan Kaneshiro and Board Member Kehaulani Pu'u were 
absent. 

Ms. Cruz-Achiu announced that the motion passed with five ayes. 

THE BOARD CONFIRMED AND APPROVED THE MANAGER'S 
AUTHORITY TO TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO PROTECT 
AGAINST, MITIGATE, AND/OR RECOVER ANY DAMAGES 
RLATED TO ACTUAL OR THREATENED RELEASES OF 
CONTAMINANTS TO WATER RESOURCES FROM THE RED HILL 
BULK FUEL STORAGE FACILITY AND THE BOARD 
SPECIFICALLY DIRECT THE MANAGER TO FILE AND 
PROSECUTE A COMPLAINT IN FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT 
AGAINST THE NAVY WAS APPROVED ON JUNE 30, 2025 

AYE NO COMMENT 

NA'ALEHU ANTHONY X 

JONATHAN KANESHIRO ABSENT 

BRYAN P. ANDAYA X 

LANCE WILHELM X 

KEHAULANI PU'U ABSENT 

EDWIN H. SNIFFEN X 

GENE C. ALBANO X 
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