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The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin Ill 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

And 

Rear Admiral Stephen Barnett 
Commander 
Navy Region Hawai'i 

September 24, 2024 

850 Ticonderoga Street, Suite 110 
JBPHH, Hawai'i 96860-5101 

Dear Secretary Austin and Rear Admiral Barnett: 

Subject: Past Requests for Information Related to the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage 
Facility (RHBFSF) 

The Honolulu Board of Water Supply (BWS) writes again to the United States 
Department of Defense (DoD) and Department of the Navy (Navy) to follow up on its 
past requests for unredacted information related to the defueling and closure of the 
RHBFSF, the Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam (JBPHH) water system, as well as 
environmental data associated with the investigation and remediation of Oʻahu's sole­
source groundwater aquifer (e.g., Lau, 2024a; 2024b; 2024c; and 2024d) that remain 
unfilled. As you know, the importance of military transparency and the timely provision 
of this information is critical to ensure that Oʻahu's drinking water supply will be secured 
and that safe, dependable, and affordable drinking water will remain available to the 
people of Hawai'i. Accordingly, the BWS continues to insist that the Navy's data and 
information be provided without further delay so that we can fulfill our public trust 
responsibility to protect and preserve the rights of present and future generations in the 
waters of the State. 
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The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin Ill 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Austin: 

February 12, 2024 

Subject: Request for Information Related to the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility 

On December 15, 2023, the Navy completed work to defuel the Red Hill Bulk Fuel 
Storage Facility (RHBFSF) of 104.6 million gallons of fuel. Over the next three to four 
years, the Navy will be working to remove 64,000 gallons of residual fuel, 28,000 
gallons of sludge, and over three miles of pipeline from the facility. Now that the fuel 
has largely been removed from RHBFSF and the facility is being decommissioned, 
there is no longer any basis to cite defense-sensitive critical infrastructure as the reason 
to deny access and redact the contents of reports on RHBFSF. As the agency charged 
with managing Oahu's municipal water resources and providing residents with safe and 
dependable water service, it is paramount that full and complete information from the 
Red Hill investigations is provided to Board of Water Supply (BWS) and the public in 
real time without further delay. Accordingly, BWS (again) asks that the Navy provides 
us with the following information in unredacted form: 

1. A complete, unredacted copy of the Navy Red Hill Closure Plan Supplement 3
• Our understanding from the Fuel Tank Advisory Committee (FTAC) meeting on

November 15, 2023, is that Closure Plan Supplement 3 has been provided to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Hawai'i Department of Health
(DOH).

2. A complete, unredacted copy of the Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command
(NAVFAC) September 19, 2023, Final Report of Findings, Red Hill Shaft
Optimization Study Report

3. All DOH and/or EPA responses to the NAVFAC Red Hill Shaft Optimization Study
Report issued by the Navy on September 19, 2023.









The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin Ill 
March 5 ,  2024 
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cc: Ms. Martha Guzman 
Regional Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Kenneth S. Fink, MD, MGA, MPH 
Director 
State of Hawai'i 
Department of Health 
1250 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

Ms. Kathleen Ho 
Deputy Director 
Environmental Health Administration 
State of Hawai'i, Department of Health 
1250 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 
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