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The Resilience Office is a Charter-mandated City
office created to respond to climate change,
resilience, and other sustainability challenges.

Green 
City Operations

Ensure Sustainable
City Plans & Policies

Promote Resilient
Communities

Coordinate with 
Federal & State Agencies

Reduce Climate 
Emissions & Impact

Facilitate Climate 
Change Commission



Resilience
The capacity of 
individuals, communities, 
institutions, businesses, 
and systems to survive, 
adapt, and thrive no matter 
what kinds of chronic 
stresses and acute shocks
they experience.



Our Climate

ResilientOahu.org
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Climate Change is Now
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Shock or Stress



How do we roll the 
windows down?
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Early Progress

100% Renewable Ground Transportation 
Goal

35% Tree Canopy Commitment

LED Streetlights, Bike Lanes, Biki & 
Electric Bus Trials

Mayor’s Directive on Climate Change
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City Climate Change Commission 

• Required to meet at least 2x/yr
• First met on February 7, 2018
• Have met 12x in 13 months

www.resilientoahu.org/about-the-commission

http://www.resilientoahu.org/about-the-commission
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City Climate Change Commission 

June 5, 2018, adopted:
Climate Change Brief
Sea Level Rise Guidance

www.resilientoahu.org/guidance-and-publications

July 16, 2018, Mayor’s Directive on Climate Change
(Directive 18-2): “… the need for both climate change 
mitigation and adaptation… take a proactive approach in 
both reducing greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to 
impacts…”

www.resilientoahu.org/s/Mayors-Directive-18-02.pdf

http://www.resilientoahu.org/guidance-and-publications
https://www.resilientoahu.org/s/Mayors-Directive-18-02.pdf
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PROJECT DESIGN/REVIEW EXAMPLES

City Center rail station areas planning and design (HART )
Prior to Directive 18-2, proactively increased SLR design 

parameters from 2014 data to 2017 State Report data

Iwilei-Kapālama (DPP, DDC, CCSR )
Kapālama Canal, updated SLR data and design conditions 

for catalytic linear park project
I-K Infrastructure Needs Assessment

Sand Island Wastewater Treatment Plant Secondary 
Treatment Facility (ENV )

Inclusion of 6 ft SLR, high wave flooding, plus additional 
uncertainty risk factors for preliminary grading designs

Standard Comments for action reviews (DPP )



Office of Climate Change, Sustainability and Resiliency

Primary Urban Center Development Plan

https://www.pucdp.com/copy-of-background-documents

Land Use & Zoning Recommendations
Use of data
SLR-XA maps at summer workshops for targeted 

community engagement on land use strategies
Concurrently, TOD Climate Adaptation Guidelines 

(DPP, Resilience Office)

HB1487 HD1 SD2, “Establishes the Honolulu 
shoreline climate protection project…”

https://www.pucdp.com/copy-of-background-documents
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City-State-Federal Coordination, examples

 San Diego, CA: MOA between Commander, Navy 
Region SW and San Diego Unified Port District 
regarding Coordination and Cooperation Related to 
Potential Sea Level Rise in the San Diego Bay Region

 Norfolk & Virginia Beach, VA: Joint Land Use Study
for Navy installations located in the Cities of Norfolk 
and Virginia Beach

 State TOD Council Planning and Infrastructure 
Coordination between the State & City, Iwilei-
Kapālama

DPP, PUC DP
SLR and Climate Change White Paper



Change on the Horizon

Building Codes and Design 
Guidelines

Updated Shoreline 
Management

Long Term Recovery Plan
Flood Resilience

Stormwater Solutions
Coastal Partnerships
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Annual Sustainability Report
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Annual Sustainability Report



Mahalo
Office of Climate Change, Sustainability 

and Resiliency
(808) 768-2277

resilientoahu@Honolulu.gov

resilientoahu.org 
Social Media: @ResilientOahu
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